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class” 


Ist row:__?___,Paul Sahagian,Mary Thomas,Helen Petrosky,Mary DiPietro,Lewis Patrick,John 


—— * 9? 


Fromont,Raymond Cook,Fred Jones,Elmer Ambler 


2nd row: Leo Fromont??,Carroll White,Audrey Brown,__?__,Edna Boudreau,Greta Jones, 


Barbara Binks 
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3rd row:Larry Stafford,__?__ ,Raymond Chabot??, __?__,Charles Berry??,Kenneth Reid,Charles 


Sarakin: 2 Yak eos 


We believe this to be the last 8th grade class to graduate from Center School. 
After this class , the 8th grade went to North School. 
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PASSING LANDMARK 


1969 photo by Ed Denault 


Educational Laws in Brief. 


1897. 


All children between 8 and 14, unless sick, feeble-minded, 
at an approved private school, or otherwise instructed in 
branches required by law, must attend the public schools 30 
weeks each school year. They must begin with the first month 
of the fall term. Two weeks absence is allowed. Penalty for 
each five days excess, except for sickness, $20. 

Any child under 15 being an habitual truant or wandering 
about in the streets and public places, having no lawful employ- 
ment or business, not attending school and growing up in ig- 
norance, shall be committed to some institution provided for 
the purpose for a term not exceeding two years. 

No child under 15 can be employed “at any time in any 
. factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment.” 

No child between 13 and 14 can be employed until he has 
attended school 30 weeks of the school year. 

No child under 16 can be employed without a certificate 
from the Superintendent of Schools. 

A child under 1+ must present an employment ticket on 
applying for a certificate. 

The father, if living and a resident, must accompany the 
child, to sign the certificate of age; if not, the mother; if neither 
father nor mother, the guardian. 

Proof of correct age must be furnished if the age certificate 
does not agree with the school census. ° 

Children must be vaccinated before attending school, but 
a certificate from a regular physician, saying a child is an unfit 
subject for vaccination, allows attendance. 

No child can attend school from a household in which 
there is a case of small pox, diphtheria or scarlet fever. Two 
weeks after the death, recovery, or removal of the patient, the 
child may return on presentation of a certificate from the at- 
tending physician or board of health. 


CENTER SCHOOL 


“The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a p 
tion thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic natur 

A United States flag not less than four feet in length sh 
be displayed on the schoolhouse grounds or building eve 
school day, when the weather will pe and on the inside 
the schoolhouse on other school day 


CENTER SCHOOLIDISTRICT SCHOOL #10 

In 1873, Reverend Masscy bought the old one-room schoolhic 
and had it moved. A new two-story building was built on the origi 
site. In 1876, the Town Clerk’s records list the school as “Gramma 
and ‘Primary’. In 1887, the school was named “Massey” in honor 
Reverend Joseph T. Masscy. Pastor of the First Baptist Church. 

In 1890, two stoves were purchased for heat. Until 1894, onl 
the lower room was used. From 1894 to 1895, there was a three-y 
high school in the upper room. From 1895 to 1899, it was reduce 
a two-year high school and then was discontinucd. 

In 1898, the downstairs had five grades. 

In 1901, $3,000 was voted to remodel and add two more roo 
to the ‘Massey’ School. 

In 1903, three grades were in cach of the three rooms. 

In 1905, a library was opened in the fourth room which was 
moved from across the street. It existed here until 1928 when it \ 
moved to the Town Hall. 

The original school bell that once called students to class is 
exhibit in the Town Hall Annex. 


Last Class -1975- one 
CENTER SCHOOL 
Thomas Scanlon Holy Cross College Bes: 196 
(Head Teacher) — Worcester State College M.Ed. 
Bonnie Goldberg Boston University B.S) 197 
Janice Wagner Anna Maria College A.B. 196 
Leona Worsley Rhode Island College B.S.Ed, 197 


CUSTODIAL PERSONNEL Peter bastchnyis 
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\s expanded again to 


iabod Cook and Sons. 


PASSING LANDMARK 


District School #8 


6. The original building made of wood was moved 
39 and became part of a home on Scott Strect. 


mer’ or the ‘City 
mimar’ school. In 
)2, the building was 
ked up and two more 
ms were added on the 
tom level. On May 

, 1920, the building 


ht school rooms by 


South School 


Last Class -1972- 


Carolyn Carey Grade Four-Five 
Deborah Connolly Grade Four-Five 
Muriel Enos Grade Four 
Edward Foster Grade Four 
Nancy Foy Grade Four 
Jane Gover Grade Four 


In the year 1991 the old South School build 
moved to the newly renovated Keough facili 


Two different District #8 schools existed between 1830 and 


from here in 


In 1895, additional land was purchased from Ann Mathews and 
ew two-room school house was built. The contractor for this 
yject was Otis Whitney and Sons. This ‘South School’ opened on 
yruary 3, 1896. The school was officially known as the “City 


SOUTH SCHOOL’ 


Sa 
TEACHERS AND SALARIES. 

School | Sala- 

TEACILERS. WITERE FITTED. SCHOOL. Year. | ries. 
Marion R. Winkley. |Bridgewater Normal. High. 40 ws. |3400 0 
Geo. I. Aldrich. Dean Acudemy. North Grammar. [35 wks.| 350 0 
Lena M. Pfatfnann, |Vhaver Academy. City School. 35 wks.} 315 
S. Elizabeth Colby. Revere High School. Caryville Primary.|35 wks.| 315 0 
Lillian EK. Parmenter.|I'ramingham Normal. |North Primary. 35 wks.} 315 Of 
Myrtle I. Brown. framinghain Normal. |Massey School. 35 Wks.} 815 0 
Lillian Kf. Hodder. Dean Academy. Beaver Pond. 35 wks.} 280 0 
Mabel W. Burgess. Woburn High School. Quinobequin. 35 wks.| 280 0 
Carrie FE. Daniels. Mt. Holyoke Seminary. |Chilson Hill. 35 Wks.} 280 0 


Flora A. Nichols. !Woburn High School. Wilcox. 35 wks.| 280 


Other teachers who have taught during the year are 
Maud Morton, North Primary, two terms; Marion E. Howe 
Quinobequin, one term; Edith P. Hubbard, Quinobequin ané 
Chilson Hill, each one term; Agnes M. Nelson, Massey, twe 
terms; Alice H. Higgins, High, two terms; and Eva F. War. 
field, Wilcox, two terms. 


Joseph DiPietro Princip 


CUSTODIAL PERSONNEL Peter Stefanoni 


South School 
Boston College B.S. 1973 
Framingham State College NS 1973 
Catholic Teachers College B.A. 1974 
Suffolk University A.B., M.A. 1967 
Framingham State College B.S: 1969 
Rhode Island College B.Ed. 1965 


to allow this facility and the old Center(Massey) 


The South School is scheduled for denlition in March and the Center School is scheduled for demnol - 


ition this summer. Let this loss be a valuable lesson to all of us. We do have one old f 
almost original wooden school building remaining i Tat 


on Hartford Ave. in North Bellingham. We as marbe 


citizens of the town must not allow this buil 


important to the children of the 
Structure as is. | ey Be 


camunity and the 
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ing was abandoned when the adninistration offices were 
ty on Harpin St. It was very bad planning by the town 


School building to deteriorate beyond repair. 


n town and that is the old North School located 
rs of the Bellingham Historic Commission and 


ding to be renovated in any way. It is extremely . 


future citizens of Bellingham to preserve this 


LOST and FOUND 
Do you remember the 'lost and found' box at school | 
(or elsewhere) and how good it felt to discover anitem | 
you thought was 'long-gone'??? : 
Well, we at the Historical Commission have that same | 
feeling of elation....Why? Well, just recently we have jp 
found two items of historical value that we thought were !% 
lost forever. 
For the convenience and use of the townspeople, the 
Town of Bellingham in 1881 bought 36 settees for the 
upper Town Hall, at a cost of $86.40 plus freight of 
$4.03. At the time this was thought to be a great 
extravagance, but was necessary to use in this central | 
meeting place. | 
In the late 1800s, the upper town hall was a popular, | 
well-used area frequented by many townspeople and | 
\s 
\ 


organizations such as Grange,Ladies Aid, Town ‘ 
Committees, schools, etc. As seen in this photo the 
seating was accommodated by these benches(which were : 
exceptionally long). During this same visit we spotted another piece of 

, history-an original ivy-covered OUT-HOUSE. We were 
; told we could have it, if we would remove it. It has a 
; half-moon on the door and is a 1-seater. With assistance 
‘ from the highway department, it is now located in the 
‘backyard of the Historical Museum. We're pleased with 
; this acquisition because we feel that many of today's 
{ young people have no conception of the hardships 
! people of yesteryear endured.( Visiting this necessity in 
i the dark of night or the cold of winter was not something 
that one looked forward to.) Once it has been shored-up, 
we trust it will be an interesting addition to our many 
exhibits. 

ETA 
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In 1929 this meeting-room was remodeled and the 
benches were sold/given to any citizen willing to remove 
them. Though the following reasoning is hindsight and 
conjecture--we believe at least one of these benches was 
obtained by L.F.Thayer, a prominent businessman and 
ex-town official and taken to a cottage he owned on Box 
Pond....This past fall, several of the Commission 
members were invited to visit this cottage and to our 
amazement discovered this bench. It had been shortened 
to fit into the building and painted a garish red, but we 
have been able to ascertain that it is one of those original 
benches. Through the courtesy of the Joseph O. Fleuette 
family we have now recovered this original piece of 
furnishing---it only requires some refinishing. It at 
perneat is back in it's original location, the upper Town 

all. 
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i BELLINGHAM GRANGE FAIR. 


Orowded Attendance and Successful 
Attractions. 


‘The ninth annual fair of Bellingham 
grange, P. of H., No. 190, was held yes- 
terday at Mellinghsm town hall and was 
very well attended by people from the 
‘nearby neighborhood and from Woon- 
socket, Milford, Franklin and other 
‘places. The Milford Brass band, Thos. 
W. Keane, leader, 12 pieces, played many 
‘selections during the day. At noon'a 
fine cold dinner was served in a spacious 
tent. 

The hall was prettily decorated with 
red, white and bine bunting and the ox- 
hibits were arranged very tastefully. In 
the main room was displayed the veget- 
ables and ‘fruit. In an adjoining room | 
was shewn the fancy work, flowers, 
pastry and preserves. In another room: 
was the poultry display. 

The program of the day was as tullows : 
LAgeaing match, pair horses loaded cart, 
»pair horses stone boat, single horses on 

loaded cart at end of pole, dinner, band 
pods gentlemen’s driving horses, 
gentlemen’s single driving horses, pairs 
farm driving horses, single farm driving 


eeenne soc; farm horses; horse The GRANGE was also noted for many Civic projects 
running race, greased pig, handicap bicy- 
cle race; woman’s foot race; foot race, as shown below. 


supper, ball. 
The Hoag Lake entertainers also gave 
eee cera st.9 F. i.: Courtesy of M/M Cc, Bes from files of Anna Patrick 
The judges of the several eventa were: ‘ Seat tb  pcie 
Vegetables, Horace Barber of Belling- snaneaneosiheiienmeaneare LE. fee DEPT, 
ham, Fred Sherburne of Milford, Abbott | er ges ce eee 
Whiting of South Milford; fruit, Warren 
Chapin of Milford, James C. Hopkins of 


Hopedale, W. H. Hooker of Milford; 
poultry, J. J. O'Sullivan of Milford. 
Fancy work, Mrs. Alice Fletcher of 
Pawtucket, Mrs. H. M. Billings of Low- 
ell, Mrs. H. J. Keyes of Foxboro. Flow- 
ers, Mrs. H. M. Billings, Mrs. B. A. 
White of ae Mrs. Wm. Bowen of 
South Bellingham. Pastry and preserves, 
Mrs. Henry Rockwood of Milford, Mrs. 
Adelbert Cook of South Bellingham, Mrs. 
| Alice Fletcher. Plowing, W. H. Plymp- 
‘ton of West Medway, ames Munroe of 
| Bellingham. Horses, loaded cart, M. Gas- 
ae endon, Chester Clark of Milford. 
Single horse on pole, Charles 13. Tupper 
onsocket, F. P. Pickering of Bel- 
idgham and R. Wollahan of Milford. 


mepu.e cl, 1900 


ANOTHER COMPLETED MISSION FOR BELLINGHAM GRANGE 


. Fire Chief Peter Kornicki receives one of the 290 hydrant markers presented him 


by “Mrs. Anna Patrick of Bellingham Grange. Work has started installing the indica- 
tors throughout the town. 


— BITS 'N PIECES — 


In 1895, there were in Bellingham, 290 horses, 520 cows, 26 hogs, 318 
houses, 1,434 chickens and 10,946 acres of land. Tax rate was $12.75 
per $1000 set at one-third valuation. Total valuation was $549,490. 
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MEMORY TREASURES 


Do you remember summer vacations away from 
home when you were a child? Memories are 
treasures from the past that no one can take 
from you. You can draw on these treasures 
When life gets a bit hectic or you're just 
feeling down. 

Many folks from this area enjoyed vacation- 
ing at Nantasket Beach. Bellingham as well as 
Milford High School often had excursions to 
Nantasket by bus or train and boat. Such 
pleasant memories! 

My grandmother's sister and her husband 
bought a cottage at Nantasket Beach in the 
late 20s or early 30's. It sat up on a hill 
that overlooked the bay and the dock where 
the boats arrived from Boston. It was named 
Hillside Villa. It was a large cottage Nav- 
ing a large living room and dining room and 
a smaller kitchen and a big wrap around porch. 
There must have been 20 steps leading up to 
the porch and front door but the kitchen door 
had just a big slab step. Hollyhocks grew by 
the back door and the clothes yard was a few 
feet back at the edge of an open field. 

My aunt and her sister spent all summer 
there with the men folk coming weekends along 
with an unending stream of relatives. I would 
quite often be there with just my two aunts 
and other times with my cousin and her folks 
from New York. 

In the kitchen were double settubs where 
the washing was done. When not in use, the 
cover served as counter space. I always knew 
when the wash was to be done because one aunt 
would take kettles of hot water to the ant 
hills under the clothes line. 

The diningroom was large and held an enormous 
table and many chairs. The room had a bay 
window with a seat which always contained 
several fancy pillows. A window at the back 
faced the field and clothes yard. A plate 
rail was high on the wall and contained 
several pretty painted plates. On the wall 
below was a fox hunt scene. 

The living room had a floor model victrola 
with a hand crank and many old records stored 
below. Two I remember playing were Barney 
Google and A Little Grass Shack. A fireplace 
was opposite the front door with a mantle, 
clock and all. In another corner was an old 
fashioned coat rack with a bench with storage 
beneath. A peg board was stored there and got 
plenty of use on rainy days. 

Upstairs were four bedrooms and a bath. 

The two front bedrooms had doors leading to an 
open ‘porch from where you could sit and watch 

the boats come in or even see the beach which 

was interesting to watch when there was a 


| horison. 


storm at sea and the white caps led to the 
At night one could watch the roller- 
coaster at Paragon Park and hear the delight- 
ed screams of those riding it. 

On the third floor were two more bedrooms, 
one large one containing two double beds . 

On either side of the stairwell was a twin 
bed. Although I slept there occasionally, I 
much preferred the rooms with the porches. 

All the rooms contained a double and twin bed. 
Needless to say, some weekends all were occup- 
ied. So many would gather there on weekends 
there would be two or more sittings at meal 
times at a table that could accomodate 12-14. 

When relatives spent the night, they often 
rose early in the morning to go beach comb- 
ing. Jewelry, coins, towels and lovely croc- 
het edged handkerchiefs would return with them 
One even found a watch. 

On those mornings the dining room table 
would be crowded with hungry visitors. While 
one aunt was in the kitchen cooking bacon and 
eggs, the other would stand at the head of 
the table toasting bread in an old fashioned 
toaster. 

Usually after our noon meal we'd don our 
bathing suits and head for the beach. The hot 
sand would burn our feet but we soon cooled 
them off in the icy water. In June the water 
was always very cold. Folks sunbathed more 
than swam. However, kid fashion, we had to 
go in and get wet all over even when our legs 
turned stiff and blue. We warmed up fast 


enough on the walk back to the cottage. The 
tar on the hill leading to the cottage would 
be trickling down the hill in the heat. Step- 


ping on a bit of that with bare feet made_us 
dance a bit. 

It was never hot at the cottage. The sea 
breeze, especially on the porch, kept every- 
one quite comfortable. Several rocking chairs 
were there and the adults often gathered 
there after supper to read the paper and dis- 
cuss the day's events. 

Paragon Park was always a special treat. 
My favorite amusements were the Red Mill and 
the Fun House with its huge slides. The 
Merry-Go-Round was another 'must ride' but 
I never could grab the brass ring. 

When one of my uncles would spend a week 
with us we'd often go digging clams. One 
didn't need a permit to dig them back then. 
We'd look for holes in the wet sand where 
water would occasionally squirt out and we'd 
be sure to find a clam. We'd come back with 
two big pails full. My uncle would take them 
out to the back step, wash them and put them 
in a big pan of water on which he'd sprinkle 
a generous amount of corn meal. The follow- 
ing day we'd have them for dinner with lots 
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of drawn butter. It took a while before I 
got up the courage to eat one but watching 
the adults eat them with relish I got up 
nerve enough to try one and have liked them 
ever since. 

On the way home from either swimming or 
clam digging, we had to pass by a small 
bakery near the dock. Every time the door 
opened a tantalizing aroma wafted through 
the air. Hungry from our activities, we'd 
hope some goodies would be waiting for us. 

One Labor Day evening we all went down 
town expecting it to be teaming with vacat- 
ioners. It was exceptionally quiet. Most of 
the summer visitors were gone, the excite- 
ment was gone, the beach was so quiet one 
could hear the waves gently lapping the 
shore. Thoughts of home and school came to 
mind. It was time to leave. 

As the years went by, my aunt and uncle 
decided it was time to sell the cottage. My 
last stay there was sad knowing I'd never 
spend another day there. With tears in my 
eyes, I said goodby to a special time in my 
lifie. 

Many years later we took a day trip to 
Nantasket Beach. It had changed a lot. The 
sea wall had been replaced after breaking up 
‘during a storm. The sand was wet right up 
to the wall and an unpleasant odor lingered 
there. After leaving the beach we drove by 
the old theater and up the hill to the cott- 
age. I didn't recognize it. The porch was 
gone, closed in to make the house larger. If 
it wasn't for all those steps leading to the 
front door, I never would have recognized it. 

The winds of change happen everywhere. It 
was sad to see the drastic change at Nantas- 
ket as it is also sad to see the many chang- 


2s in Bellingham.” One cannot live in the past, 


as the world changes, so must we. However, 
sweet memories can help get us over the 
rough spots in life, 

F.M.M. 


tee 


ON H. S. EXCURSION 


One of the largest excursion trains 
ever lo. leave Milford - depurtea via 
the B, & A. railroad for Nantasket 


q LEAVE MILFORD 
| 


this morning with 711 locdl“residents 
aboard, The excursion was sponsor- 
ed by the graduating «ass of Milford 
| High school, which is holding. its 
outing at the popular beach. 

A special train of nine cars was 
required to carry the host: of stu- 
| dents and their friends and guests. 


rom Boston the party traveled to 
Nantusket by boat. The train left 


here at 8 a. m. és 
le / 7 


omy 


Photo courtesy of Beulah (Rhodes) Milliard 


front: Thea Rotatori,Rita Boucher,Helen Piche,Cecile 
Bernier, Ida___, Beulah Rhodes 


2nd row: Florence Bernier,Filomena Campano, 
Therese Houde,Rita Levesque,Alice Blanchard 


3rd: Annette Remillard,Bertha Richards 


back row: Marcelle Gagnon,Luigia Cubellis,Lea 
Rotatori,Janice Whiting, Theresa Guilbeault?? 


SPRING CLEANING of YESTERYEAR 


Vacuum Cleaner?Carpet Sweeper? 
Years ago they were unheard of. But 
still dirt and dust collected and the 
housewife of years ago had a solution. 
The general title of this was SPRING 
CLEANING. 

As soon as the snow and ice started 


household that doesn't have a vacuum 
cleaner. 

It's a certainty you can't stop 
progress and | guess you wouldn't want 
to, but on occasion it's fun to reminisce 
about how things used to be. 

ETA 


to melt, the women could hardly wait to  Mve 
Ae 


open windows to air out the house-- 


down came the curtains and up came the | & 


rugs. 

Spring cleaning involved everyone in 
the household. Storm windows came 
down-windows were washed inside and 
Out-walls were dusted or repainted. 
Once the curtains were washed they had 
to be stretched on frames. All bedding 
was washed and aired, closets were 
cleaned while clothes were aired. The 
rugs were taken up, the floors scrubbed 
and the rugs hung over the clothesline, 
That's when the fun began. Each child 
was handed a carpet-beater and sent 
out to BEAT the dust, dirt out of the 
rugs. This was great fun, especially if 
you had a grudge against someone. It 
was also amazing to see the colors and 
patterns on the rug emerge from the 
dust. 

Recently at the museum while 
showing a Carpet beater to a 10 or 11 
year old- we asked what it might be. 
The answer was "a pizza turner: How 
times and terms, including 
housekeeping have changed !!!1 can 
remember using a carpet beater and 
then later a carpet sweeper when | was 
growing up and now | doubt there's a 


The tide recedes but leaves behind bright seashells 
on the sand, 
The sun goes down, but gentle warmth still lingers 
on the land, 
The music stops, and yet it echoes on in sweet 
refrains... 
For every joy that passes, something beautiful 
remains. 
Anonymous 


ODORS 
NOW and THEN 

The more commercials I see on television of all the air 
fresheners, cosmetics, soaps, deodorants, perfumes, 
colognes, shaving creams and lotions, the more I 
wonder how we ever got a boy friend when I was a girl, 
and how we endured him, when we did get one. After 
all, he did not have any of those sweet smelling 
concoctions either. Men really worked hard in those 
days, but I cannot remember the odor of perspiration 
being too prominent. 

We did not think too much about odors. We expected 
a person to smell like his occupation. A farmer smelled 
like his cows, horses and whatever kind of crops he 
grew on his farm. The doctor's odor was associated with 
the little black bag of pills he carried with him. The 
pharmacist smelled like his old-fashioned drugstore. The 
grocer could be associated with the odors of his 
store,even when he was in church. A woman usually 
had the warm motherly smell of her kitchen, because that 
is where she spent most of her time. If a woman smelled 
highly of perfume, it was taken for granted that she was 
a"hussy" and was trying to attract a man. Decent women 
circled around her on the street. 

Young people who had not acquired the odor of their 
occupation, would have had a pleasant odor, or no odor 
at all, but we had to contend with our mothers and we 
considered them old-fashioned. In my neighborhood our 
mothers made us wear long-johns in the winter and we 
changed them once a week, whether they needed it or 
not, when we took our Saturday night bath. That was 
not as bad as the fact that my mother made me wear a 

g of asafetida tied with a string around my neck to 

ard off colds and diseases. I think the secret of it was 

at it smelled horrible so it warded off anyone from 
coming near you, and this included boy friends. There 
‘was not any danger of catching a cold,mononucleosis or 
any other disease if everyone kept a distance from you. 

Of course, there was a chance that your boy friend's 
mother-if she took care of her duty-made him wear a bag 
of asafetida around his neck, and he was so used to the 
Odor he didn't associate it with you. I never knew of but 
one other thing asafetida was used for; my dad used it to 
make "stink bait" to catch catfish. 

There were lots of good odors in those days and they 
were delicious. The smell of fresh baked bread, spicy 
apple butter bubbling on the stove, popcorn popping, the 
cellar where apples were stored in the winter, honey 
fresh from the hive, the lavendar sachet in my mother's 
bureau drawer, honeysuckle blooming by the side 
porch, a field of new mown hay, and beads made of rose 
petals. Most of these odors do not exist today and those 

that do are overshadowed by the odors of cosmetics, 


soaps, deodorants, perfumes, colognes,shaving creams, 
lotions and air fresheners. 


We hope this article brings back some memories or 
you might say "tickles your nose", as it did ours. 


This article was printed in Good Old Days around the 
early part of this century, but as you can see----some 
things never change. 


RSME 2 RT car 2 RE OD TT RT, FR AN Ts SERENE BI PS ED 
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We're hoping you have seen this wooden sculp- 
ture on Pulaski Blvd. in front of The Firewood Shop. 
KUDO'SS to the sculptor!!! 


Michael Higgins,Tiverton,R.I. 


Woodman,woodman spare that tree 
Touch not a single bough! 
In youth it sheltered me, 
And I'll protect it now. 


25 YEARS AGO 


Naiee 


J) /73 : 

OPEN HOUSE — Residents of Bellingham and view of the barn with some of the Highway Dept. 
highway officials from area towns and from the equipment is shown above. (Daily News Photo by Skip 
County and State attended the open house Sunday at Traverse) 

the new Town of Bellingham Highway Barn. Interior 


Only. Two Bids Received 
For Bellingham Garage 


BELLINGHAM — _ The ‘FROM THE MILFORD DAILY NEWS 
highway garage building 1 1973 
committee met last night toopen ‘ 


bids for construction on the new 
highway barn. Only two bids 
were received, both taken under 
advisement. 

Bidding were the: Vaught 
Construction Co., at $115,000.and 
Cam Pelletier Construction of 
Woonsocket at $104,000, The 
committee will meet Monday at 
7 p.m. to award the bid. 

Construction of the building on 
a four acre tract on the Souther! 
side of Blackstone street, will 
begin in two weeks and be 
completed by Oct. 1. _ 

The building will be 120 by 90 
feet and contain a_ large 
hydraulic vehicle lift. Voters at 
the annual town meeting 
approved $110,000. for 
construction of such a building. 


John & Phebe Lundvall 


Ed Sawyer may have created the Crimpville 
Coments but John Lundvall forever shall 
be the father of the Bellinghan Historic 
Comission. The month of March marks 

the 10th Anniversary of John's death. 
Both John Lundvall and Ed Sawyer are 
deeply missed. 
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OLD-timer vs. SENIOR CITIZEN 
About the only difference I can deduce is the generation in which we grew grew up.... 
Years ago, the term 'Senior Citizen‘didn't exist--if you were over 60, you were an old-timer. 
Now there is a 'fancy' term for those of us in that category. I guess that today your 


"mind-set" helps to determine which group you fall into. 


It's not so much your age(50,60,70), but what you can remember that will clarify if you're 
an old-timer or a senior citizen. 


For instance: can you remember these circumstances or terms?? 
Baseball caps were worn with the visor facing front. 
Men gave up their seats on a bus or train, if a woman was standing. 
Men's bathing suits were not complete without a top. 
Women's bathing suits always had skirts attached. 
Boys wore corduroy knickers--they got long pants when they turned 16. 
'‘Dutch-bob' and hair ribbons were the accepted hair style for girls. "Permanents??" 
Women wore hats to church. 
Milk was delivered in bottles with cream on top.(no need for whipped topping) 
Coal roared down a chute into the basement. 
You took a bath at home--the only showers were in the school gym. 
You bathed in 2" of water--once a week. 
You got the neighborhood news by listening on the 'party-line'. 
You sang on a car-ride as there were no car radios. 
As a family you read and played games as there was no television. Horrors!! 
Seams in silk stockings had to be straight. 
You know what "snowing down south" meant. 
You hung out the wash on a line after taking it from the wringer. 
You always darned the holes in your socks. 
Shoes with holes or run-down heels were taken to the cobbler. 
Pencils were used til only stubs remained. 
"Gosh darn" was an obscene word. 
Teeth were kept in a glass of water overnight. 
How did you make out? Did these ideas activate your memory button ? Can you decide if 
you're an old-timer or senior citizen? As for me, it makes no difference--I'm proud to be either 


one and YES, I remember most of the above. 
statements adapted from article by D.M.Murray ETA 


nt ye 


For many years the Eastern Bluebird was 
‘all but extinct. The few that were left 
didn't show up in our area. They used to 
always arrive before the robins in the spring. 
Many times they arrived in late winter. It 
was always a pleasure to see them , knowing 
the good Lord wasn’tt forgetting to send 
Spring. 

Three years ago I got an excited phone 
call from my daughter that there were a 
couple of bluebirds sitting on the pasture 
fence post. I grabbed the binoculars and 
sure enough, they had returned at long last. 

My husband got busy making nest boxes for 
them and put them about. Last spring we had 
a family of these beautiful birds. We're 
looking forward to their arrival this coming 
spring. 

In cleaning out a magazine rack I came 
across a note book I"d had in the sixth 
grade at the Center School. In it wasa 
poem we'd learned about the bluebird. I 
thought it would be most appropriate for 
this issue of the Comments which will be 
published in the spring. 

THE BLUEBIRD 
I know the song the bluebird is singing, 
Out in the apple tree where he is swinging. 
Brave little fellow! the skies may be dreary, 
Nothing cares he while his heart is so cheery. 


Hark! how the music leaps out from his throat! 

Hark! was there ever so merry a note? 

Listen awhile and you'll hear what he is say- 
ing, 

Up in the apple tree, swinging and swaying. 


"Dear little blossoms, down under the snow, 
You must be weary of winter, I know; 

Hark! while I sing you a message of cheer, 
Summer is coming and springtime is here!" 


"Little white snowdrop I pray you, arise; 
Bright yellow crocus, come open your eyes; 
Sweet little violets, hid from the cold, 
Put on your mantles of purple and gold; 
Daffodil, daffodils! say do you hear? 
Summer is coming and springtime is here." 
by 
Emily Huntington Miller 
EoMoMs 
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DEATHS 


Walter M. Roman 

Doris V. (Barrows) Worrall 
Charoltte Ollenborger 
Kathleen M. Hanrahan 
Frank D. Thomas 

Loren L. Cook 

Grace (Connolly) Nutting 
Antoinette J. (St. Pere) Murray 
Albert L. Dussault 

Lucien E. Collamati 

Muriel (Le Sieur) Lavergne 
Alice (Stockton) Ecklund 
Brian F. Hartland 

Janet A. Hanna 

David F. Hanna 

Florence L. Carine 

Charles J. Halfelder 


MEMORIES 


In thumbing through some back issues of 
the 'Good Old Days' magazine, I came acros 
this poem written by Marie Marshall. It © 
brought back so many wonderful memories o 
my beloved grandmother, I thought I'd s 
it with our readers. Maybe it will stir 
some pleasant memories for you, too. 


MY MOTHER'S APRON 


My mother wore an apron, 

A clean one every day. 

A part of daily living, 

It served in many ways. 

When she hung the wash to dry, 
Her pockets held the pins. 

The apron was a washcloth 

That cleaned our dirty chins. 
When days were hot and humid, 
'Twas used to mop her brow. 
When hands were wet from laundry, 
The apron was a towel. 

Her pocket hid a needle 

To sew the rips we'd get. 

In Mother and her apron 

Our many needs were met 
Sometimes it was a basket 

For eggs or baby chicks. 

A bag for garden bounty 

And apples that she picked. 

At suppertime the apron 
Protected Mother's hands, 

When taking bread from oven 

Or lifting lids from pans. 

It was a fan in evening 

To shoo away the flies. 

But the apron's greatest use--- 
To wipe tears from childish eyes. 


F.M.M. 


——_—s 


—_— 
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Win Trade Board Basketball Trophy 
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CANESTRARI SCHWENKER 
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Our apologies for the typos in our last 
issue. In our haste to get the issue to the 
printer so we'd have it back in time to have 
it in the mail before Christmas, we failed 
to proof read it. 

Bellingham's bulk mail goes to the Spring- 
field Post Office. During a busy time the 
out of town Comments can be held there as 
long as three weeks. The last issue was 
mailed December 5. It would be interesting =\y 
to know when it was received out of town -- cy eee I. a 
hopefully before Christmas! SW Mere 


-13- 


A JOY FOREVER 

Up and down the roads and byways 
of our land are old walls and founda- 
tions of homes and barns long since _ 
gone. It invariably gives me a start to 
find some long-gone place such as this 
‘way Off in the woods somewhere. What 
is almost sure to be part of the scene? 
Daffodils, a couple of old long-gone- 
wild apple trees, and some rose bushes. 

The roses,too, will have gone wild or 
be just small pink blossoms, but they 
show that a woman was there to 
brighten the lives around her with some 
flowers. 

| recall such a homestead away up in 
the mountains in Delaware County. 
Farming had been discontinued for so 
long that trees covered the place. 

Here were remnants of the old stone 
fences which showed where pastures 
were. We figured the garden was here. 
And here,near where the old stoned-up 
dug well used to be, were the rose 
bushes. There may have been lilac 
bushes also,but not now. 

The farm must have been small and 
the soil thin and rocky. The barn, built 
to house the hay and livestock, was far 
from huge. But here was a business unit. 
Guess we tend to forget that long 
before the West was opened up, some 
rocky,hilly farms were being abandoned 
here in the east. 

It's interesteing to note that the 
evidence of a woman's touch may 
Outlast everything else at some of 
these abandoned home sites--even the 
stone fences and stone-filled concrete 
foundations. 


LL NE RE TE IR. TOTAL OL ETCETERA SS ne gyre ce ec pe ee pees 
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Even in Bellingham, we can find 
some of these deserted remains. It's fun 
to look along some of the old roads and 
side streets. 

If you are interested and like to 
mosey around--check Blackstone 
Street, High Street,Brook Street, Old 
Saddleback Hill, Farm Street, Lake 
Street and I'm sure you can even find 
more than | have located. It's fun to 
try to imagine who lived there in the 
distant past. . HAPPY HUNTINGI!! 

This original article was printed in 
1970. When | discovered it all | could 
think of were similar sites | had come 
upon in our local area, so I've decided to 
print it and attempt to send you on 
some ‘scavenger hunts’ of your own. 

ETA 


MAILSOX 
NEWS 


Sir: 

Here's my donation for the Crimpville Comments. 
I was brought up in Bellingham and enjoy the paper very 
much. 


Rita Mathewson 


SPOOR ETL 


Dear Staff: 

Just received my Crimpville Comments today and 

especially enjoyed Florence's article about doctors 'way 

back when. It brought back many memories. 

_ I look forward to each issue and keep hoping you can 

give us more information about Caryville, where I lived. 

My freshman year of high school was at Milford High, 

and how excited we were to know we were going to our 

own Bellingham High for our sophomore year! More 

great memories! 

I am enclosing a donation, keep up the good work!! 
Ruth(Dore) Sweezey 


Hello All, 

Wishing for all a very happy Christmas, and 
successful 1998. Thanks for all your wonderful 
Season's Greetings which go into our library here and 
are much appreciated. We are well, looking forward to 
having our granddaughter from Australia for Xmas. Best 
Wishes and love from Angela & Robert Allen 
Bellingham, England 


\ 
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_ Hope this helps a little toward our next issue. When an 

issue comes, Al always asks when he calls that 
ight,"Did you get your Comments yet?" We both enjoy | 
it so much. Dorothy Spencer 


Greetings from Sarasota,Florida. Just received your 
latest Crimpville Comments. Thank you and 
ongratulations on your continuing untiring efforts for 
hat you do for the past and present residents of 
ellingham. 

My wife and I miss several things and many people 
tom "up North" but are very content in our 2nd re- 
irement community. Eugene & Marie Trudeau 
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DONATIONS 


Lillian Y ork 
June(Hall) Merrick 
Rose Thomas 
Dorothy Spencer 
Ruth Carr 

Jennie Kozak 

Rita Mathewson 
F.D.Donovan 
Isabelle Thayer 
Emilio Cubellis 
Genevieve Gardner 
Andrea Crossman 
June Merrick 
Ruth(Dore)Sweezey 
Eugene-Marie Trudeau 


IT'S A GOOD THING THERE WASN'T ANY- 
BODY AROUND TO HELP THE PILGRIMS. _ 
They landed in a forbidding wilder- 
ness. No federal Housing, so they 
went to work and built their own. 

No free stamp program, so they raised 
what food they could, and when they 
didn't raise enough, they went with- 
out. No free schools, so mother's 
taught their children. No recreation- 
al programs--they were too busy work- 
ing. No anti-draft riots--everyone 
was expected to share in the protec- 


Chom of his country. No social secur- 
Diver 0 Security at all, except wnar 
each provides: for himself. 

Sut there weiée compensatibns. No 


rioters demanding something for noth- 
ing. No unwashed "students" telling 
their mothers what to teach. None of 
wasteful bursaucrats paying themselves 
out of the worker's sweat. Nothing, 
Teal lye Odeier Pilgrims. wut, hard work 
AOAC Olenuts. (PTO CeOay Oliene foul 
SlLanaare Bi Savi proves. it. 


Edward Sawyer ot Belling- 
ham is elected chairman of 
the Bellingham Historical 


Society. n1a/97 
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Bellingham Historical Comm. 
3 Common St. 
Bellingham, MA 02019 


BEFORE 


early 1960s 
view of North Main St. from 
Intersection with rte. 140 


Thayer House & Walnut Farm barn 
(note: old Depot St. and houses) 


AFTER 


1996 
same intersection 
Ben Franklin bank on left 
gas station 
Dairy Queen on right 


